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Decision maker Cabinet 

Information about cabinet, including the names and contact details 
of the cabinet members, can be found here: 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=251 

Date of decision 3 December 2020 

Report exemption class Open 

Reason for being a key 
decision 

This is a key decision because it is likely to result in the council 
incurring expenditure which is, or the making of savings which are, 
significant having regard to the council’s budget for the service or 
function concerned.  A threshold of £500,000 is regarded as 
significant. 
 
This is a key decision because it is likely to be significant having 
regard to: the strategic nature of the decision; and / or whether the 
outcome will have an impact, for better or worse, on the amenity of 
the community or quality of service provided by the authority to a 
significant number of people living or working in the locality (two or 
more wards) affected. 

A notice was served in accordance with Part 3 (Key decisions) of The Local Authorities (Executive 
Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012. 

General exception or special 
urgency (as defined in the 
constitution)  

No 

Purpose To approve the proceeding to the next stage of the rebuilding of 
Peterchurch Primary School, on the existing site, by commissioning 
a developed design (Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) 
Stage 3) for a traditional and/or modular build.  
 
The design brief will include a requirement that the building must 
achieve net zero carbon emissions and obtain a green building 
certificate. As a minimum it should receive Passivhaus certification. 
The developed design will include the coordinated architectural, 
structural and building services design and updated cost 
information. 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=251


 

Decision That: 
(a) the council proceed to the next stage of replacing 

Peterchurch primary school and associated on-site 
facilities on its current site; and 

(b) The Director Children and Families be authorised to 
commission a RIBA stage 3 developed design for the 
rebuild of Peterchurch primary school within a budget 
of not more than £300k including fees. 

Reason for the decision As set out in the report.  Documents relating to this decision are 
available at 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50035227 

 

Options considered 1. Do nothing – not recommended, a programme of work will 
need to be carried out over the next 3 years at a cost of 
approx. £420K, which is a significant amount of the modest 
maintenance grant supplied by government. In addition to 
planned work we would expect to incur further cost for 
reactive work in line with the previous 3 years (£125K). 
Given the extent of the dilapidation at the school, health and 
safety issues could arise for which the Council could be held 
liable. Children will continue to learn in an unsuitable 
environment. 

2. Close the school – not recommended. The council would 
have to follow the statutory process as defined in the 
Education and Inspections Act 2006, which has additional 
requirements when considering the closure of a rural school. 
This is a long 5 stage process which will include a published 
consultation with clear rationale for the closure, alternative 
options, the impact on the community to name just a few 
matters that would need to be addressed. The school 
provides education for up to 150 children. Numbers on roll 
have fluctuated between 120 and 150 over the past 5 years. 
There is no capacity in the neighbouring schools to 
accommodate all the children currently on roll at 
Peterchurch, additional capacity would therefore need to be 
provided – at a cost. The nearest five schools are 4.9, 5.3, 
6.8, 7.2 & 7.6 miles away from Peterchurch which would 
involve providing transport to enable the children to attend, 
this would again come at a cost and would have an impact 
on the environment. Given the above, it would be hard to 
justify that Peterchurch Primary is no longer required and the 
only option is the closure of the school. 

3. Acquire a new site adjacent to Fairfield High School and 
rebuild Peterchurch primary school there – this option has 
been explored in great detail and has been deemed as 
unviable.  A study identified that significant transport and 
drainage infrastructure would be required. In addition, there 
was a lack of support from the local parish and schools. 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50035227


 

Declarations of interest (see 
▪ below) 

 

Call-in expiry date (decisions 
are not subject to call-in 
where special urgency 
provisions apply) 
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▪ a record of any conflict of interest declared by any executive member who is consulted by the 
member which relates to the decision; 
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